
Summer Math Activities for Students 
 
Record-Breakers 
We agree, children should be playing outside during the summer, but that doesn’t mean 
they can’t also learn math. Using a stopwatch, students can exercise their brains as well 
as their muscles as they try to beat their best times at running, hiking trails, swimming, 
biking, etc. 
Gardening by the Numbers 
Gardening can be used as a curriculum tool helping kids understand how math is 
applicable in everyday life. In order to plot out a garden, you must first measure the area 
and identify which herbs, vegetables, and/or flowers will be planted within the space. 
Each item will have a specific need for space and sunlight, turning the gardener into a 
mathematician. Things to help incorporate math into gardening including pencil and 
graph paper, measuring tape, and a journal. Advanced math students can also calculate 
the volume of soil needed for a planter box using geometry and algebra will come in 
handy when calculating the amount of fertilizer to add to water for each plant. 
Be the Change 
Teaching kids how to save money is a useful way to keep math skills developing in the 
summer and throughout the rest of the year. Start saving for your next family vacation by 
tossing spare change into a community piggy bank. Kids will stay interested in math by 
having them guess how much money is in the “vacation fund” and then counting the 
change. 
Road-Tripping 
“Are we there yet?” Get kids involved in planning a family road trip by mapping out the 
route and routinely asking them where they are on the map. The little navigators will 
learn direction, map reading, and how to read road signs, skills that will really pay off in 
adulthood. 
Mathletes 
Keeping track of wins/losses or basic statistics can be useful in measuring progress as 
well as developing a child’s math skills. Stats can be added to a graph for more 
visualization. These skills can be used across the board from a kid tracking their own 
batting average to following trends in the local professional teams. Sports can be a fun 
way to get the whole family involved in learning math. 
Baking the Difference 
Culinary activities not only teach kids how to feed themselves, but also a series of 
mathematical skills they can use throughout their entire lives. 

Baking is a science of its own and following the steps of a recipe are important to 
producing a successful, and edible, final product. The baker must learn to follow a recipe, 
which is essentially a mathematical algorithm, requiring a good bit of math knowledge 
including various units of measure and conversions, fractions, volume, temperature, etc. 
 



 


